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This booklet has been published to increase 
understanding of the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act and to heighten awareness 
of its significance in our daily lives. 


The notes are for explanatory purposes only, 
and should not be taken as legal 
interpretations of the provisions of the Act. 


Additional copies of this booklet may be 
obtained from any office of Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada (see Appendix) or 
from: 


Communications Branch 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OM5 

Telephone: (819) 997-0055 
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Minister’s Message 


When the Canadian Multiculturalism Act 
was passed into law in 1988, it established 
.that our multicultural diversity is a 
fundamental characteristic of our society, 
an essential part of what it means to be 
Canadian. 


The Act speaks to the value of this 
diversity and recognizes the importance of 
each one of us in creating a distinctive 
Canadian identity. The Act speaks of other 
values as well, those of equality of 
opportunity, of participation, contribution 
and partnership which must be shared by 
all our citizens not only as a matter of 
justice and fairness, but of necessity in the 
continuing evolution of Canadian society. 


Perhaps most importantly of all, the 
Canadian Multiculturalism Act establishes 
the directions by which multiculturalism 
can itself be an instrument of positive 
change in our society. Gone are the days 
when multiculturalism was a side show for 
new Canadians or those labelled as 
“ethnics”. Today’s multiculturalism is 
about removing the barriers of 
discrimination and ignorance which stand 
in the way of acceptance and respect. It is 
about ensuring the great institutions of 
our national life — our policing and justice 
systems, our education system, our health 
and social services, our media and 
cultural institutions and, not least, 
government itself — build upon the talents 
and abilities of all our citizens. And 


because citizens who join and participate 
in our national life are citizens who 
identify with the ideals and principles 
embodied within it, multiculturalism is, in 
a very real sense, about the unity of our 
country itself. 


This booklet is designed to help 
Canadians understand and appreciate the 
significance of the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act and how it can help us 
build a stronger and more inclusive 
Canada, a Canada to which we can all 
indeed contribute and one in whose 
success we all share a vested interest. 


Piegatel 


Gerry Weiner 


Introduction 


2nd Session, 33rd Parliament, —_ Bill C-93, An Act for the preservation and 
35-36-37 Elizabeth II, enhancement of multiculturalism in Canada, 
1986-87-88 was tabled in the House of Commons on 
December 1, 1987. 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS The Canadian Multiculturalism Act became 
OF CANADA law on July 21, 1988. 


The Canadian Multiculturalism Act sets out 
BILL C-93 Canada’s multiculturalism policy; identifies a 
framework for action to implement that policy; 
and provides a system of parliamentary 
accountability. 


An Act for the preservation 


and enhancement of The Act commits the Government of 
multiculturalism in Canada 


Canada to assist communities and institutions 
in bringing about equal access and 
participation for all Canadians in the 
economic, social, cultural, and political life of 
the nation. — 


The Act acknowledges the contributions of 
Canadians of all origins and their communities 
to the building of Canada. It denies the notion 
that everyone must fit into some set mold. It 
affirms that Canadians of all origins have 
contributed to the cultural, economic, and 
social benefits we all enjoy. 


The Act reminds us of the rights and 
responsibilities of citizenship set out in 
Canadian legislation. It encourages all of us to 
work together to build a society in which the 
principles of multiculturalism are fully realized 
in practice. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31761117080283 


WHEREAS the Constitution 
of Canada provides that every 
individual is equal before and 
under the law and has the right 
to the equal protection and 
benefit of the law without dis- 
crimination and that everyone 
has the freedom of conscience, 
religion, thought, belief, opin- 
ion, expression,. peaceful 
assembly and association and 
guarantees those rights and 
freedoms equally to male and 
female persons; 


The Preamble: The Context of the Act 
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The Preamble of the Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act situates the Act within the broad 
framework of civil, political, social and 
language rights which have been entrenched in 
the Constitution of Canada. It calls attention 
to Section 27 of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms, which provides that the 
multicultural heritage of Canadians be 
considered in interpreting other sections of the 
Charter. 


The following explanations provide 
additional information on the elements of the 
legislative framework referred to in the 
Preamble. 


The first four paragraphs of the Preamble 
refer to Sections of the Canadian Constitution, 
some of which are included in the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 


The Charter establishes fundamental 
freedoms and democratic and legal rights, 
most of which have been traditionally enjoyed 
by Canadians but were not before guaranteed 
in the Constitution. In many ways the Charter 
is similar to Bills of Rights in the constitutions 
of other countries, but it contains provisions 
which are specifically Canadian. 


Clause 15(l) of the Charter, for example, 
establishes that every individual is equal 
before and under the law and is entitled to 
equal benefit of the law without discrimination. 
But clause 15(2) goes further by allowing for 
the development of programs to aid groups 
that are at a disadvantage in society. 
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Preamble 
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Section 27 of the Charter enjoins our 
courts to interpret the Charter “in a manner 
consistent with the preservation and 
enhancement of the multicultural heritage of 
Canadians.” 


The Preamble refers to Sections 25 of the 
Charter and 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, 
which make it clear that no provision of the 
Constitution can be used in a way that will 
interfere with any special rights that the 
Aboriginal peoples have now or that may be 
acquired in the future. 


Finally, language rights are dealt with in 
Sections 16 to 23 of the Charter. Section 16 
affirms the principle of the equality of English 
and French as our two official languages, while 
Section 22 ensures that any rights and 
privileges that exist with respect to languages 
other than English and French are not 
impaired by the official language provisions of 
the Charter. 


Other pieces of landmark legislation — such 
as the Official Languages Act, the Citizenship 
Act, and the Canadian Human Rights Act - are 
also cited in the Preamble as sources from 
which the Canadian Multiculturalism Act draws 
its strength. 


The Official Languages Act contains 
measures to ensure that the English and 
French languages have equal status in areas of 
federal jurisdiction, and that federal 
government services are available in both 
languages. At the same time, the preamble to 
the Official Languages Act recognizes the 
importance of preserving and enhancing the 
use of languages other than English and 
French. 


AND WHEREAS the Consti- 
tution of Canada recognizes the 
importance of preserving and 
enhancing the multicultural 
heritage of Canadians; 


AND WHEREAS the Consti- 
tution of Canada recognizes 
rights of the aboriginal peoples 
of Canada; 


AND WHEREAS the Consti- 
tution of Canada and the Offi- 
cial Languages Act provide that 
English and French are the offi- 
cial languages of Canada and 
neither abrogates or derogates 
from any rights or privileges 
acquired or enjoyed with 
respect to any other language; 
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AND WHEREAS the Citizen- 
ship Act provides that all Cana- 
dians, whether by birth or by 
choice, enjoy equal status, are 
entitled to the same rights, 
powers and privileges and are 
subject to the same obligations, 
duties and liabilities; 


AND WHEREAS the Canadi- 
an Human Rights Act provides 
that every individual should 
have an equal opportunity with 
other individuals to make the 
life that the individual is able 
and wishes to have, consistent 
with the duties and obligations 
of that individual as a member 
of society, and, in order to 
secure that opportunity, estab- 
lishes the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission to redress 
any proscribed discrimination, 
including discrimination on the 
basis of race, national or ethnic 
origin or colour; 


AND WHEREAS Canada is a 


party to the International Con- . 


vention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
which Convention recognizes 
that all human beings are 
equal before the law and are 
entitled to equal protection of 
the law against any discrimina- 
tion and against any incitement 
to discrimination, and to the 
International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, which 
Covenant provides that persons 
belonging to ethnic, religious or 
linguistic minorities shall not 
be denied the right to enjoy 
their own culture, to profess 
and practise their own religion 
or to use their own language; 
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The Citizenship Act enables all Canadian 
citizens, whether they became citizens by birth 
or by choice, to enjoy equal status and to 
assume equal responsibilities. 


The Canadian Human Rights Act gives legal 
force to the right of equality of opportunity and 
provides for legal action when that right is 
infringed upon through discrimination in the 
provision of goods, services, facilities or 
accommodation, or in empioyment. The 
Canadian Human Rights Act also forbids the 
publication of notices that discriminate or are 
intended to incite discrimination, and the use 
of telecommunications facilities (such as 
telephones) to convey hate messages. It is the 
federal counterpart to provincial legislation 
which protects against discriminatory 
practices in areas of provincial jurisdiction. 


Canada plays an active role in 
international affairs. As a member of the 
United Nations, our country has signed several 
International Articles affirming our 
commitment to better the human condition at 
home and abroad. Some of these agreements 
are recalled in the Preamble. 


The International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, ratified by Canada in 1970, 
obliges us to take positive measures against 
racial discrimination. 


EOL TA NR 
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The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, which Canada ratified in 1976, 
addresses the rights of all persons to enjoy 
their own culture, practise their own religion 
and use their own language. 


Finally, the Preamble recognizes that our 
cultural diversity is a fact of Canadian life, a 
fundamental characteristic of our 
multicultural society. The Government of 
Canada is committed to preserving and 
enhancing our multicultural heritage and to 
working for the equal access and full 
participation of all Canadians in all facets of 
our society. 
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AND WHEREAS the Govern- 
ment of Canada recognizes the 
diversity of Canadians as 
regards race, national or ethnic 
origin, colour and religion as a 
fundamental characteristic of 
Canadian society and is com- 
mitted to a policy of multicul- 
turalism designed to preserve 
and enhance the multicultural 
heritage of Canadians while 
working to achieve the equality 
of all Canadians in the econom- 
ic, social, cultural and political 
life of Canada; 
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How the Act Became Law 


NOW, THEREFORE, Her The Canadian Multiculturalism Act was Section 1 
Majesty, by and with the advice introduced in the House of Commons on 
and consent of the Senate and = _December 1, 1987. After a series of public 
hearings, it was approved by Parliament on 
July 12, 1988 with no dissenting votes. The 
SHORT TITLE Bill was approved’by the Senate on July 19 
and became law on July 21, 1988. 


House of Commons of Canada, 
enacts as follows: 


1. This Act may be cited as 
the Canadian Multiculturalism 
Act. 
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Where it Applies 


INTERPRETATION The Act applies to all federal institutions, that Section 2 
2. In this Act, is to departments and Crown corporations, 
and to agencies, boards, commissions, and 


federal institution” means — Councils established to perform a 


any of the following institutions 


of the Government of Canada: governmental function. 
(a) a department, board, com- The Yukon and the Northwest Territories, 
mission or council, or other as well as Indian bands and band councils, are 


nee a ee excluded from the application of the Act in 


function by or pursuant to an compliance with the ongoing process of 


Act of Parliament or by or delegation of powers by the Government of 
under the authority of the Canada. 
Governor in Council, and 


(b) a departmental corpora- 
tion or Crown corporation as 
defined in section 2 of the 
Financial Administration Act, 


but does not include 


(c) any institution of the 
Council or Government of the 
Northwest Territories or the 
Yukon Territory, or 


(d) any Indian band, band 
council or other body estab- 
lished to perform a govern- 
mental function in relation to 
an Indian band or other 
group of aboriginal people; 


“Minister” means’ such 
member of the Queen’s Privy 
Council for Canada as is desig- 
nated by the Governor in Coun- 
cil as the Minister for the 
purposes of this Act. 
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MULTICULTURALISM POLICY 
OF CANADA 


Multiculturalism Policy 
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Section 3 sets out ten general policy objectives Section 3 
relating to Canadian society as a whole, and 

specifies ways in which federal institutions 

should implement the policy. 


Pho alta” 


- 4 7 

an - ; ‘ : i 

. ioe 4 pivvib hides, yale] terraly oy ra bere ety es ee 
ae Ab aces ar qihorme iia apie Ml areata 
actiratiarn LiCeen natty 0) sopteianenty 


Fi a 


253 


“rr 


PU a oye 


ASS 


3. (1) It is hereby declared to 
be the policy of the Government 
of Canada to 


(a) recognize and promote the 
understanding that multicul- 
turalism reflects the cultural 
and racial diversity of Cana- 
dian society and acknowl- 
edges the freedom of all 
members of Canadian society 
to preserve, enhance and 
share their cultural heritage; 


(b) recognize and promote the 
understanding that multicul- 
turalism is a fundamental 
characteristic of the Canadi- 
an heritage and identity and 
that it provides an invaluable 
resource in the shaping of 
Canada’s future; 


(c) promote the full and equi- 
table participation of individ- 
uals and communities of all 
origins in the continuing evo- 
lution and shaping of all 
aspects of Canadian society 
and assist them in the elimi- 
nation of any barrier to such 
participation; 


(d) recognize the existence of 
communities whose members 
share a common origin and 
their historic contribution to 
Canadian society, and 
enhance their development: 


The policy objectives in Clause 3(1) are 
intended to foster and promote 
multiculturalism through encouragement and 
assistance rather than through coercive 
measures. 


Clauses 3(1)(a) and (b) recognize the 
cultural diversity of Canada, state that 
Canadians are free to preserve and share their 
cultural heritage, and affirm that 
multiculturalism is a fundamental 
characteristic of our Canadian identity. The 
clauses acknowledge that people of many 
cultures have contributed to the development 
of Canada and that all have a continuing role 
to play in the evolution of Canada as a nation. 


Clause 3(1)(c) confirms that questions of 
ethnic origin and background should not limit 
anyone’s chance to help shape and build 
Canadian society. In applying the policy, the 
government — often in active partnership with 
communities — works to identify barriers of 
discrimination and prejudice which limit 
participation and to eliminate such barriers. 


Clause 3(1)(d) affirms, for the first time in 
federal law, a recognition of Canada’s 
culturally diverse communities and their 
contribution to Canadian society. In applying 
the policy, the government seeks to increase 
public awareness of the contributions made by 
these communities, and to enhance their 
development and full participation. 
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Policy Objectives 


Clause 3(1) 


Clauses 3(1)(a) 
and (b) 


Clause 3(1)(c) 


Clause 3(1)(d) 


Clause 3(1)(e) 


Clause 3(1)(f) 


Ciause 3(1)(g) 


Clause 3(1)(h) 
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Clause 3(1)(e) underlines the commitment 
made in Sections 15 and 27 of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms to promote 
equality for all and create the social conditions 
that would further the goal of equality. 


Clause 3(1)(f) is based on a recognition that 
all institutions within Canadian society can 
benefit if they respect and respond to this 
country’s rich cultural diversity. In applying 
the policy, the federal government works with 
other levels of government, with business, with 
labour — with any Canadian institution — to 
help these institutions put into practice the 
principles of the Canadian Multiculturalism Act. 


Clause 3(1)(g) recognizes that the social, 
economic and cultural life of the country is 
strengthened by bringing together Canadians 
of different backgrounds. 


Clause 3(1)(h) recognizes that the 
expression of our multicultural heritage 
contributes to the richness of our cultural 
experience. Canadian cultural expression 
takes different forms in different parts of the 
country, and evolves from the experience of 
individual Canadians and their communities. 
In applying the policy, the government assists 
Canadians to understand and share the many 
cultural influences across Canada, and 
encourages Canadians to participate in a 
variety of cultural activities. 
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(e) ensure that all individuals 
receive equal treatment and 
equal protection under the 
law, while respecting and 
valuing their diversity; 


(f) encourage and assist the 
social, cultural, economic 
and political institutions of 
Canada to be both respectful 
and inclusive of Canada’s 
multicultural character; 


(g) promote the understand- 
ing and creativity that arise 
from the interaction between 
individuals and communities 
of different origins; 


(h) foster the recognition and 
appreciation of the diverse 
cultures of Canadian society 
and promote the reflection 
and the evolving expressions 
of those cultures; 


(i) preserve and enhance the 
use of languages other than 
English and French, while 
strengthening the status and 
use of the official languages 
of Canada; and 


(j) advance multiculturalism 
throughout Canada in har- 
mony with the national com- 
mitment to the official 
languages of Canada. 


AAA 
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Clauses 3(1)(i) and (j) state clearly that the 
policy of multiculturalism is to be implemented 
in a way that complements Canada’s 
commitment to its two official languages. 
These clauses also reaffirm the protections 
afforded the non-official languages in the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
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Clauses 3(1)(i) 
and (j) 
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(2) It is further declared to be 
the policy of the Government of 
Canada that all federal institu- 
tions shall 


(a) ensure that Canadians of 
all origins have an equal 
opportunity to obtain 
employment and advance- 
ment in those institutions; 


(b) promote policies, pro- 
grams and practices that 
enhance the ability of individ- 
uals and communities of all 
origins to contribute to the 
continuing evolution of Cana- 
da; 


Policy Commitments 
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Clause 3(2) of the Act commits federal 
institutions to implement Canada’s 
multiculturalism policy throughout the 
government — both in their internal operations 
and in their dealings with the public. 


Clause 3(2)(a) reiterates the federal 
government’s commitment to ensuring that 
there are no unfair barriers to employment and 
career advancement. This applies to 
employment in federal government 
departments, as well as to employment in 
other federal institutions. All are encouraged 
to reflect and respond to our cultural diversity 
in their personnel policies and practices. 


Clause 3(2)(b) commits federal institutions 
to take action to enhance the ability of 
individuals and communities to contribute to 
Canadian society. They must ensure that 
government policies and programs respond to 
the needs of all Canadians, and that 
government services are delivered in a way 
that makes them accessible to everyone. 


In order for all Canadians to participate in 
and contribute fully to Canadian society, the 
government must effectively communicate with 
all Canadians. 


Federal institutions are also encouraged to 
build bridges to the communities they serve, 
and to consider the views of these communities 
when developing policy and programs. 
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Clause 3(2) 


Clause 3(2)(a) 


Clause 3(2)(b) 


Clause 3(2)(c) 


Clause 3(2)(d) 


Clause 3(2)(c) ensures that federal 
institutions take positive action to increase 
understanding among all Canadians of the 
contemporary reality of Canadian society. 


Federal departments and agencies are 
subject to a government communications 
policy which includes provisions for fair 
communications practices. The policy requires 
that government communications reflect the 
principle that Canadians of all backgrounds 
are portrayed as equally productive and 
contributing members of Canadian society. It 
also states that these communications must 
not contain biases or stereotypes that 
constitute barriers to full participation by 
individuals or groups in Canadian society.’ 


The collection of reliable information is 
crucial for the development of appropriate 
policies, programs and practices, and for 
assessing the suitability of the various 
programs. Clause 3(2)(d) provides for the 
collection of data for these purposes. Statistics 
Canada plays a key role in providing statistical 
data that illustrate conditions of life within 
communities. 


'The Treasury Board, which is responsible for federal 
government communications policy, issues guidelines on 
how to ensure fair communications practices. 


(c) promote policies, pro-~- 
grams and practices that 
enhance the understanding 
of and respect for the diversi- 
ty of the members of Canadi- 
an society; 


(d) collect statistical data in 
order to enable the develop- 
ment of policies, programs 
and practices that are sensi- 
tive and responsive to the 
multicultural reality of Cana- 
da; 
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(e) make use, as appropriate, Clause 3(2)(e) acknowledges that the Clause 3(2)(e) 
of the language skills and _ language skills and cultural understanding of 
cultural understanding of —§ Canadians are a valuable resource to Canada. 
individuals of all origins; and ; ; Oe 
This clause encourages federal institutions to 
become more aware of such expertise within 
their operations, and to apply it constructively. 
Using this special knowledge and experience is 
important in areas such as health and social 
services, policing, fisheries, agriculture, 
international trade and diplomacy, 
international aid, and in major international 
sports events. 


(f) generally, carry on their Clause 3(2)(f) is a general statement Clause 3(2)(f) 
activities in a manner that is designed to encourage activities sensitive to 
sensitive and responsive to = multiculturalism in many different ways. It 
the multicultural reality of : 
Canada demonstrates the wide scope of the federal 
commitment and allows for the appropriate 
implementation of Canada’s multiculturalism 


policy. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
MULTICULTURALISM POLICY 
OF CANADA 


4. The Minister, in consulta- 
tion with other Ministers of the 
Crown, shall encourage and 
promote a coordinated 
approach to the implementa- 
tion of the multiculturalism 
policy of Canada and may pro- 
vide advice and assistance in 
the development and imple- 
mentation of programs and 
practices in support of the poli- 


cy; 


5. (1) The Minister shall take 
such measures as the Minister 
considers appropriate to imple- 
ment the multiculturalism poli- 
cy of Canada and, without 
limiting the generality of the 
foregoing, may 
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Sections 4 to 6 set out how the government 
will put the multiculturalism policy into effect. 
These sections highlight the role of the 
Minister responsible for multiculturalism and 
of other Ministers of the Crown in 
implementing the policy. They encourage 
other levels of government to collaborate with 
the federal government to ensure the full 
participation of all individuals in Canadian 
society. 


Section 4 gives the Minister responsible for 
multiculturalism the role of coordinator to 
assist other Ministers in imiplementing the 
multiculturalism policy. 


The Multiculturalism Secretariat was 
established in May 1988 to support the 
Minister in the role of coordinator and to 
advise in implementing multiculturalism 
commitments across the government. The 
Secretariat advises federal institutions in 
making government services more widely 
accessible and better suited to all Canadians. 


Clause 5(1) sets out examples of the wide 
range of programs which may be undertaken 
to implement the multiculturalism policy. The 
clause specifically states that programs other 
than the ones listed may also be offered by the 
Minister responsible for multiculturalism, 
thereby allowing for innovative programs in 
areas of importance to multiculturalism. 


Implementation 


Section 4 


Clause 5(1) 


Clause 5(1) 


Three financial and technical assistance 
areas administered by the Minister responsible 
for multiculturalism support work towards the 
ten policy objectives of Clause 3(1) of the Act: 


Race Relations and Cross-Cultural 
Understanding to promote among Canadians 
and in Canadian institutions the elimination of 
racial discrimination and increased cross- 
cultural understanding; 


Heritage Cultures and Languages to assist 
Canadians to preserve, enhance and share 
their cultures, languages and ethnocultural 
identities; and 


ao 


(a) encourage and assist indi- 
viduals, organizations and 
institutions to project the 
multicultural reality of Cana- 
da in their activities in Cana- 
da and abroad; 


(b) undertake and assist 
research relating to Canadian 
multiculturalism and foster 
scholarship in the field; 


(c) encourage and promote 
exchanges and cooperation 
among the diverse communi- 
ties of Canada; 


(d) encourage and assist the 
business community, labour 
organizations, voluntary and 
other private organizations, 
as well as public institutions, 
in ensuring full participation 
in Canadian society, includ- 
ing the social and economic 
aspects, of individuals of all 
origins and their communi- 
ties, and in promoting 
respect and appreciation for 
the multicultural reality of 
Canada; 


(e) encourage the preserva- 
tion, enhancement, sharing 
and evolving expression of 
the multicultural heritage of 
Canada; 


(f) facilitate the acquisition, 
retention and use of all lan- 
guages that contribute to the 
multicultural heritage of 
Canada; 
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(g) assist ethnocultural 
minority communities to con- 
duct activities with a view to 
overcoming any discriminato- 
ry barrier and, in particular, 
discrimination based on race 
or national or ethnic origin; 


(h) provide support to indi- 
viduals, groups or organiza- 
tions for the purpose of 
preserving, enhancing and 
promoting multiculturalism 
in Canada; and 


(i) undertake such other pro- 
jects or programs in respect 
of multiculturalism, not by 
law assigned to any other 
federal institution, as are 
designed to promote the mul- 
ticulturalism policy of Cana- 
da. 


(2) The Minister may enter 
into an agreement or arrange- 
ment with any province 
respecting the implementation 
of the multiculturalism policy 
of Canada. 


(3) The Minister may, with 
the approvai of the Governor in 
Council, enter into an agree- 
ment or arrangement with the 
government of any foreign state 
in order to foster the multicul- 
tural character of Canada. 


Ee _,_ = =... 


Community Support and Participation to 
promote the full and equal participation of all 
individuals and communities in Canadian life. 


The three assistance areas above are 
complemented by.initiatives to establish the 
Canadian Heritage Languages Institute to 
promote the retention and use of languages 
other than our official languages, and the 
Canadian Race Relations Foundation to help 
eliminate racism and racial discrimination in 
Canada. 


Clauses 5(2) and (3) allow for joint federal- 
provincial/territorial multiculturalism 
initiatives, as well as for activities that are 
international in scope. 
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Clauses 5(2) and 
(3) 


Clauses 6(1) and 
(2) 


Clauses 6(1) and (2) affirm that all 
ministers of the federal government, not just 
the Minister responsible for the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act, have responsibility for 
implementing the multiculturalism policy set 
out in Section 3 of the Act. 


As a part of that responsibility, ministers 
are given the power, and are encouraged, to 
undertake joint federal-provincial/territorial 
projects to implement the multiculturalism 
policy in their own areas of responsibility. 
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6. (1) The Ministers of the 
Crown, other than the Minister, 
shall, in the execution of their 
respective mandates, take such 
measures as they consider 
appropriate to implement the 
multiculturalism policy of 
Canada. 


(2) A Minister of the Crown, 
other than the Minister, may 
enter into an agreement or 
arrangement with any province 
respecting the implementation 
of the multiculturalism policy 
of Canada. 
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Advisory Committee 
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7. (1) The Minister may 
establish an advisory commit- 
tee to advise and assist the 
Minister on the implementation 
of this Act and any other mat- 
ter relating to multiculturalism 
and, in consultation with such 
organizations representing mul- 
ticultural interests as the Min- 
ister deems appropriate, may 
appoint the members and des- 
ignate the chairman and other 
officers thereof. 


(2) Each member of the advi- 
sory committee shall be paid 
such remuneration for the 
member’s services as may be 
fixed by the Minister and is 
entitled to be paid the reason- 
able travel and living expenses 
incurred by the member while 
absent from the member’s ordi- 
nary place of residence in con- 
nection with the work of the 
committee. 


(3) The chairman of the advi- 
sory committee shall, within 
four months after the end of 
each fiscal year, submit to the 
Minister a report on the activi- 
ties of the committee for that 
year and on any other matter 
relating to the implementation 
of the multiculturalism policy 
of Canada that the chairman 
considers appropriate. 


Section 7 allows for the establishment of a Section 7 
committee to provide advice on 

multiculturalism policy and programs to the 

Minister. The committee is called the 

Canadian Multiculturalism Advisory 

Committee. Appointments to the committee 

are made in consultation with a wide variety of 

organizations and individuals across Canada. 
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Financial Commitment 
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GENERAL 


8. All expenditures for the purposes of the Act. 
purposes of this Act shall be 
paid out of moneys appropriat- 
ed by Parliament therefor. 


Section 8 addresses funding to fulfill the Section 8 
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9. The Minister shall cause to 
be laid before each House of 
Parliament, not later than the 
fifth sitting day of that House 
after January 31 next following 
the end of each fiscal year, a 
report on the operation of this 
Act for that fiscal year. 


10. The operation of this Act 
and any report made pursuant 
to section 9 shall be reviewed 
on a permanent basis by such 
committee of the House, of the 
Senate or of both Houses of 
Parliament. as. may. _be 
designated or established for 
the purpose. 


Accountability 


OANA 


Sections 9 and 10 of the Act are crucial, for Sections 9 and 
they make the government accountable both to 10 
Parliament and to the Canadian public. 


The Minister’s Annual Report to Parliament, 
called for in Section 9, describes what the 
Minister and federal institutions have done 
each year in response to the provisions of the 
Act. 


Review of this Report by a committee of 
Parliament will complete the accountability 
process, ensuring that the actions taken by the 
Minister and federal institutions meet the goals 
of the Act. The Parliamentary Committee has 
the power to call upon Ministers and senior 
officials of government to describe actions 
taken by them to implement the 
multiculturalism policy, to select and initiate 
subjects for investigation, and to prepare 
background papers, reports and research. 


This reporting and review process ensures 
parliamentary and public scrutiny of the 
government’s implementation of the 
multiculturalism policy. Equally important, 
the process broadens understanding of the Act 
and helps identify future directions federal 
institutions could take to further support and 
develop Canada’s multiculturalism policy. 
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It is hoped that the foregoing explanations of 
the Canadian Multiculturalism Act have given 
the reader a better insight into the purpose of 
the Act and of the role all Canadians play in 
helping to realize its objectives. 


We invite your comments and questions and 
ask that you direct them to: 


Communications Branch 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA OM5 


Tel: (819) 997-0055 
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Regional and district addresses of Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada. 


Regional Offices 


Newfoundland/Labrador 
Box 75, Atlantic Place 
215 Water Street 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 


A1C 6C9 

Information 1-709-772-5566 
FAX 1-709-772-2275 
TDD 1-709-772-4564 


New Brunswick/P.E.I. 
860 Main Street, Suite 504 
Moncton, New Brunswick 


EIC 1G2 

Information 1-506-851-7066 
FAX 1-506-851-7079 
TDD 1-506-851-6988 
Ontario 

25 St. Clair Avenue East 

Suite 200 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4T 1M2 

Information 1-416-973-7541 
FAX 1-416-973-7540 
TDD 1-416-973-6001 
Saskatchewan 

210T*Searth Street 

Room 200 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4P 2H9 

Information 1-306-780-5540 
FAX 1-306-780-6630 
DD 1-306-780-7289 
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British Columbia/Yukon 
800 Burrard Street 

12th Floor 

Vancouver, British Columbia 
V6Z 2N5 


Information 1-604-666-0176 
FAX 1-604-666-3508 


Nova Scotia 
5281 Duke Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 


B3J 3M1 

Information 1-902-426-6227 
FAX 1-902-426-5428 
TDD 1-902-426-9522 
Québec 


Guy Favreau Complex 

200 René Levesque Boulevard West 
West Tower, 10th floor 

Montréal, Quebec 


H2Z 1X4 

Information 1-514-283-3150 
FAX 1-514-283-3449 
TDD 1-514-283-9397 
Manitoba 

303 Main Street 

Room 201 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C 3G7 

Information 1-204-983-3601 
FAX 1-204-983-5365 
TDD 1-204-983-0050 


Alberta/Northwest Territories 
9700 Jasper Avenue 

Room 220 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5oJ4C3 


Information 
FAX 


1-403-495-3350 
1-403-495-4873 


District Offices 


Prince Edward Island 
Dominion Bldg., Suite 316 
97 Queen Street 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

C1A 4A9 


1-902-566-7188 


Québec 

333 St. Amable Street 
Room 110 

Quebec, Québec 

G1R 5G2 


1-418-648-5610 


Québec 
680, 3rd avenue 
Val d’Or, Québec 
JOP MSS 


(Thursday/Friday) 


Québec 

65 Mgr. Tessier West 
Rouyn-Noranda, Québec 
JOX 255 


1-819-762-1767 


1-8195874-2895 


Québec 

Place St-Michel 
3885, Harvey Blvd. 
Room 302 
Jonquiere, Québec 
G7X-9Bi 


1-418-542-7581 


Ontario 

900-150 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OM5 


1-613-996-5942 


Ontario 

720 Spadina Avenue 
Suite 100 

Toronto, Ontario 
M5S 2T9 


1-416-973-5400 


Ontario 

33 South Court Street 
Suite 234 

Thunder Bay, Ontario 
P7B 2W6 


1-807-345-2316 


Ontario 

425-150 Main West 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L8P 1H8 


1-416-572-2355 
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Ontario 

451 Talbot Street 
London, Ontario 
N6A 5C9 


1-519-645-4334 


Ontario 

326-19 Lisgar Street 
Sudbury, Ontario 
P3E 3L4 


1-705-675-0621 


Saskatchewan 

Financial Building 

Room 505 

230-22nd Street East 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
S7K OE9 


1-306-975-4146 


Alberta 

220-4th Ave. SE, 
Room 254 
Calgary, Alberta 
TP 3C1 


1-403-292-5541 


Northwest Territories 
5102 Franklin Ave. 
Room 204 

Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
X1A 2N2 


1-403-920-8270 


British Columbia 

816 Government Street 
Room 105 

Victoria, British Columbia 
V8W 1W9 


1-604-388-3464 


British Columbia 

1433 St. Paul Street 

Room 102 

Kelowna, British Columbia 
Vi¥ 2e4 


1-604-861-3317 


Yukon 

Room 304 

4114 4th Avenue 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
Y1A 4N7 


1-403-668-2721 
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